GLOSSARY
Affirmative Action
Remedial action taken to correct the fact that people have not been given equal opportunities to develop their full potential because of discrimination.

Coercion
Threats of serious harm to, or physical restraint against, any person, intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person [often of a sexual nature, such as prostitution]. 
Collective activism
“If everyone does a little, it adds up to a lot.”
Discrimination
Making distinctions between people on the basis of sex, race, colour, disability, status; not on the basis of personal skills and abilities.

Disempowerment
Where people’s power to make decisions about their own lives is reduced.

Diversity

The concept of diversity encompasses acceptance and respect. It means understanding that each individual is unique, and recognizing our individual differences.  These can be along the dimensions of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, age, physical abilities, religious beliefs, political beliefs, or other ideologies.  It is the exploration of these differences in a safe, positive, and nurturing environment. It is about understanding each other and moving beyond simple tolerance to embracing and celebrating the rich dimensions of diversity contained within each individual.

Domestic sphere
The world of the home and family.

Exploitation
Abuse, mistreatment, manipulation without consent and often under coercion.

Feminism
A belief and/or movement that says that women should have equal rights with men in society.
First Wave of Feminism

During the nineteenth century the first wave of feminism was initially concerned with the abolition of slavery and the gaining of property rights for married women. Out of these campaigns came the suffrage movement. The first wave led to changes in educational opportunities and property rights for women and ended in the early twentieth century with the vote for women achieved.

Structural Feminism
Focuses on social structures, notably patriarchy and capitalism that oppress women.
Gender
Socially and culturally appropriate roles, characteristics and behaviours which are allocated to males and females: maleness and femaleness in a given society.

Gender bias
The separation of gender in a way which prefers one sex over the other. 
Legal definition: unequal treatment in employment opportunity (such as promotion, pay, benefits and privileges), and expectations due to attitudes based on the sex of an employee or group of employees. (Gender bias can be a legitimate basis for a lawsuit under anti-discrimination statutes)
Gender difference
Gender difference delineates those differences that exist between men and women that are not associated with biological sex differences. Environment, society and culture contribute to gender difference.

Gender hierarchy
The fact that in a society one gender is given a higher ranking than the other. (eg in Western society being male is considered naturally the norm, being female is therefore “different”).
Gender identity
A person's sense of identification with either the male or female sex, as manifested in appearance, behaviour, and other aspects of a person's life.

Gender relations
Gender relations are the ways in which a culture or society defines rights, responsibilities, and the identities of men and women in relation to one another (Bravo-Baumann, 2000).

Glass ceiling 
Where the advancement of a qualified person within the hierarchy of an organisation, is stopped at a lower level because of some form of discrimination, most commonly sexism.
Grass roots
People or society at a local level rather than at the centre of major political activity.
Human rights
The basic rights and freedoms to which all humans are entitled, often held to include the right to life and liberty, freedom of thought and expression, and equality before the law.
Ideology 
The body of ideas reflecting the social needs and aspirations of an individual, group, class, or culture.
Individualism
Social theory favouring the free action of individuals and individual rights.

Liberal
Relating to or having social and political views that favour progress and reform and the value of individual freedoms and tolerance of others’ freedoms.  

Liberal feminist
One who believes in the equality of sameness between men and women.
Objectification

To present or regard as an object.  Some societies or individual men view women as objects rather than individuals with an identity.

Oppression
Ruling or controlling others’ lives by force or custom.

Patriarchy
A society dominated by men, where men head families and lead society and kinship is traced through the male line.

Positive Discrimination

Action taken to correct a situation where there has not been equality by discriminating for a person or group who have previously been discriminated against in society.

Post structural feminism

Society is built around a dualistic [double] view of gender, where males are the “norm” and females are “the other”. The way language and images give meaning to gender is a priority concern as they can be social cues for defining gender that become ingrained and biased.

Private and Public spheres of women’s lives

“Private” relates to the domestic sphere: home-making, child-rearing, intimate relationships and pursuits within the home [dressmaking, embroidery, music, dancing, painting, and drawing – pursuits that “refine” women’s tastes and are socially acceptable accomplishments]. “Public” refers to occupations/relationships associated with social, economic or political domains – areas from which women have been traditionally excluded. 

Radical
Favouring or effecting fundamental or revolutionary changes in current practices, conditions, or institutions.
Reactionary

A person who reacts against actions and policies aimed at giving equal rights to women or other oppressed groups.

Second Wave feminism
Started in the 1960s. Encouraged women to understand aspects of their personal lives as deeply politicized as well as reflective of a sexist structure of power that was discriminatory: the phrase, The Personal is Political, is associated with this phase of feminism. Achieved advancements in contraception, education and the political sphere.
Self-determination
Determination of one's own fate or course of action without compulsion; free will.
Sexism

Discrimination based on sex.

Sexual harassment 
Harassment or unwelcome attention of a sexual nature.
Stereotype
To form a preconceived image, lacking or denying individual identity. 
Subjugation

To bring under control. 

Suffrage  
Suffrage (from the Latin suffragium, meaning "vote") is the civil right to vote, or the exercise of that right.
Suffragette
A woman who campaigned for votes for women in the UK. 
Suffragist 
A woman who campaigned for votes for women in Australia.

Third-wave feminism
Central issues are that of race, social class and sexuality/the beauty culture, sexual abuse, and power structures. They are also concerned with workplace issues such as the glass ceiling, sexual harassment, unfair maternity leave policies, motherhood - support for single mothers by means of welfare and child care and respect for working mothers and mothers who decide to leave their careers to raise their children full-time.
Volition
The act or an instance of making a conscious choice or decision.

Voyeur

A person who gains sexual gratification from others’ sexual actions.

Women’s Liberation
A movement of women and women’s groups struggling to change a social and economic system which is oppressive to women.

Women’s Movement
A broad, loose coalition of women engaged in activities to improve the status of women in society.

Women's suffrage 
The right of women to vote on the same terms as men.
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