OFFICIAL

[bookmark: _Toc520796961][image: ][image: ]2025 Chinese (continuers) Subject Assessment Advice
Overview
This subject assessment advice, based on the 2025 assessment cycle, gives an overview of how students performed in their school and external assessments in relation to the learning requirements, assessment design criteria, and performance standards set out in the relevant subject outline. It provides information and advice regarding the assessment types, the application of the performance standards in school and external assessments, and the quality of student performance.
1. The Subject Renewal program has introduced changes for many subjects in 2025; these changes are detailed in the change log at the front of each subject outline. 
School Assessment
Teachers can improve the moderation process and the online process by:
thoroughly checking that all grades entered in school online are correct
ensuring the uploaded tasks are legible, all facing up (and all the same way), and remove blank pages, student notes and formula pages
ensuring the uploaded responses have pages the same size and in colour so teacher marking, and comments are clear.
[bookmark: _Hlk218512358]General School Assessment Advice
While tools such as generative AI, online dictionaries, and translators can support language learning, they must be acknowledged and referenced appropriately, as with any other source. According to SACE guidelines, students must ensure all submitted work is their own and clearly indicate any use of AI tools, including the name of the tool, the prompts used, and any AI-generated output so the originality of their work can be verified. Proper referencing of AI and other sources aligns with SACE’s academic integrity requirement.
Assessment Type 1: Folio
This component is worth 40% of the school assessed grade. 
Students demonstrate their ability to communicate their ideas effectively when speaking and writing in German. They demonstrate depth and breadth in their responses by elaborating, expressing opinions, arguing a position, and substantiating their argumentation. They analyse text for content and textual features, interpret and draw conclusions about ideas and perspectives expressed in texts and regarding a text’s purpose, context, and audience.
1. The folio must contain three tasks and must include one of each of the following:
Interaction
Text production
Text analysis.
1. Teachers should design tasks which provide students with the opportunity to provide evidence of their learning in relation to the assessment design criteria of the subject.
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Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
ensuring that topics for the interaction differ from the oral examination sample questions on the SACE website and ensuring students have the opportunity to show the breadth of their language skills by not replicating the types of conversation required in the externally assessed oral exam in the Interaction
having a good understanding of the subject outline and ensuring students have opportunities to fulfil the assessment design criteria
ensuring the design of assessment tasks for the folio provides the students with the opportunity to address all the specific features of the subject and provide opportunities for them to demonstrate learning and achievement against the performance standards
ensuring the design of Interaction tasks provides students with the opportunity to demonstrate their capability to interact in Chinese. A presentation with one or two questions does not provide this opportunity 
ensuring students have the opportunity to show the breadth of their language skills by not replicating the types of conversation required in the externally assessed oral exam in the Interaction
providing opportunities for students to converse in the interaction for at least 5 minutes in the interaction unless school based special provisions or adjustments have been applied. Less than this limits their opportunity to demonstrate depth of ideas and range of language skills
[bookmark: _Hlk155163294]designing text analysis tasks to give students the opportunity to analyse, evaluate, and reflect on linguistic and cultural aspects, based on their research and learning
ensuring that text analysis tasks provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate their capability of both an understanding of a written text and the ability to express information, opinions, feelings by responding in Chinese to information provided in the text.
[bookmark: _Hlk122203899]Interaction 
The interaction is to be 5–7 minutes in length. The choice of topics is determined by the teacher.
Over-rehearsed responses, where questions have clearly been practised exclusively and verbatim, may potentially not allow students to achieve at the highest level against some of the performance standards.
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
ensuring that the scope of study within the topic for conversation itself facilitates a robust, detailed, and nuanced interaction
ensuring that topics for the interaction differ from the oral examination sample questions on the SACE website
ensuring questions are succinct and open ended
formulating questions that elicit spontaneous and authentic responses
individualising questions for each student rather than having a predetermined set of questions for all students.
1. The more successful students commonly:
demonstrated a thorough understanding of the topic(s) in the interaction
demonstrated a capability to maintain the interaction
expressed their opinions clearly, logically, and coherently
demonstrated good language skills by using complex grammar structures and appropriate vocabulary with accurate pronunciation and a high standard of fluency
used a variety of communication strategies effectively.
1. The less successful students commonly:
responded with simple ideas that were only partially relevant to the topic(s)
showed limited ability to deal with unexpected questions or topic shifts
relied on pre-prepared (often overly rehearsed) responses rather than spontaneous interaction
had unclear pronunciation and limited fluency which affected their ability to convey their meaning
required continual prompting to maintain the interaction.
Text Production 
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
ensuring that task design allows students to develop their work explicitly in accordance with context, purpose, audience
ensuring that word limits are conducive to maximizing student achievement.
1. The more successful students commonly:
demonstrated creative ideas and sufficient depth related to the set task
expressed their opinions/feelings clearly, logically, and coherently
demonstrated good language skills by using complex grammar structures and appropriate/accurate vocabulary
used the text type features accurately and consistently.
1. The less successful students commonly:
had unfocused ideas that were occasionally not completely relevant to the set question
developed simplistic or a narrow range of ideas with minimal detail
mixed text types, or diverged from the writing style required
used simple grammar structures and/or had consistent issues with more complex grammar structure
inconsistently applied appropriate vocabulary.
[bookmark: _Hlk122173101]Text Analysis 
Students analyse text(s) in Chinese. This could be a written and/or spoken text. Questions relating to interpretation as well as language analysis must be included.
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
ensuring questions do not just focus on content, but also require reflection on and interpretation of content and textual features and ask students to draw conclusions about purpose, context, and audience to ensure all relevant aspects of the Interpretation and Reflection assessment design criteria are able to be assessed.
1. The more successful students commonly:
demonstrated a thorough understanding of the texts by being able to analyse and explain the content, purpose, and intended audience
accurately interpreted meaning and analysed the texts, and their response to questions were accurate
were able to analyse the Chinese language features in the text precisely, such as word choice, expressions, idiom, tone, register, phrasing and repetition, textual features, and organisation.
1. The less successful students commonly:
misidentified the content, purpose, and intended audience of the texts or identified them without further elaboration
demonstrated understanding of general topic or only one idea of the texts
identified and described the information, rather than interpreted or drew conclusions
identified basic and/or minimal stylistic features, linguistic, and cultural features
focused on identification had showed minimal reflection
answered questions presented in the task without focus or out of scope.
Assessment Type 2: In-depth Study
[bookmark: _Hlk155163543]Students were required to undertake an in-depth study (IDS) on one contemporary issue of their choice. There are three assessments for the IDS:
one oral presentation in Chinese (3 to 5 minutes)
one written/multimodal response to the topic in Chinese (maximum of 600 characters)
one reflective response in English (maximum of 600 words, or 5 to 7 minutes).
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
· ensuring that multimodal submissions are a combination of two or more communication modes. Each mode must provide new and distinct information and must contribute evidence of achievement against the performance standards
· guiding students to choose an appropriate topic which allows them to demonstrate their capabilities in this assessment 
· ensuring that, while it is appropriate for teachers to advise on suitable issues, the IDS is a product of independent study rather than a response to a topic taught to the whole class
· [bookmark: _Hlk155268581]helping students to develop research skills, so that they know how to conduct research, how to select relevant information, how to analyse the information, and how to draw a conclusion
· ensuring that the three assessments differ in context, audience, and purpose
· encouraging students to provide evidence of preparation and planning beyond a mandatory reference list in order to allow them the opportunity to demonstrate evidence of achievement in the higher-grade bands. 
The more successful responses commonly:
chose topic(s) which were neither too broad nor too narrow
demonstrated good research skills, such as selecting a variety of resources, analysing, and summarising findings
demonstrated a thorough understanding of the chosen topic
demonstrated good Chinese language skills throughout in both the oral presentation and the written response tasks, e.g. information and opinions were expressed clearly, creatively, logically, and cohesively; used complex grammar structures; pronunciation and fluency were of a high standard
were able to provide an insightful evaluation and deep reflection on the chosen topic, demonstrating their own values and learning experience in English.
The less successful responses commonly:
chose topics for their study which were either too broad or too narrow, affecting the depth of their research
chose more than one topic for their in-depth study which affected their focus and the depth of research
demonstrated understanding of the chosen topic at a superficial level
showed evidence of a narrow or superficial collection of information and resources
recounted rather than analysed
demonstrated simple sentence structures and vocabulary in both the oral presentation and the written response
demonstrated a low standard of pronunciation and fluency that affected their ability to convey their meaning clearly
misused or misapplied language to express their ideas and opinions on the chosen topic.
General Information on the Folio and In-depth Study
It is important to adhere to the time and word limits specified in the subject outline to allow students to maximise their achievement. It is essential that LAPs, context sheets, reading texts and transcripts of listening texts are included with moderation material. Teachers should ensure that recordings are clear and intelligible.
External Assessment
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
providing opportunities for students to become confident language users, by developing their communication strategies, as well as use of sophisticated linguistic structures and cohesive devices
providing opportunities for students to develop the knowledge and skills in using the Chinese language to convey their ideas accurately, logically, and coherently 
providing opportunities for students to develop skills in analysing, comparing, and contrasting information and ideas in texts 
providing opportunities for students to develop skills in analysing linguistic and cultural features in texts. For example, linguistic devices and idioms.
Assessment Type 3: Examination
Oral Examination
The oral examination of approximately 8–10 minutes. The examination consists of a general conversation between the student and the examiner(s) about the student’s personal world. 
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
· providing opportunities for students to develop strong language skills, such as using communication strategies, using sophisticated linguistic structures, and using cohesive devices
· providing opportunities for students to develop the confidence to engage in conversation beyond the SACE sample questions.
The more successful responses commonly:
were well prepared and responded to the questions spontaneously
demonstrated a good capacity to maintain the conversation
were able to explain and exchange their opinions clearly
provided responses that were highly relevant and detailed, and that were supported with examples and elaborations
gave responses that were culturally appropriate
demonstrated good pronunciation and fluency
used expressions that were clear, logical, and coherent using sophisticated language, such as complex grammar structures, grammatical rhetoric, and accurate vocabulary
[bookmark: _Hlk155165019]were able to confidently engage in conversation beyond the SACE exemplar questions.
1. The less successful students commonly:
gave responses that lacked depth
used incomplete sentences and only partially answered the questions asked
relied heavily on repetition or rephrasing of the questions from the examiners
made frequent pauses and hesitations in their replies to questions asked
needed prompting to start answering
tended to use mainly rehearsed language and phrases
applied linguistic devices incorrectly and used English instead of employing other strategies when they were stuck.



Written Examination
[bookmark: _Hlk155165738][bookmark: _Hlk125725291]Students take a 130-minute written examination on the prescribed themes which are stated in the subject outline. This part of the examination contains three sections: Listening and Responding, Reading, and Responding, and Writing in Chinese.
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
encouraging students to read the exam questions carefully and plan their responses
encouraging students to develop their confidence in listening comprehension.
Section 1: Listening and Responding
Question 1 
(a)	Explain why the speaker uses the phrase ‘这就麻烦大了!’.
Most of the students successfully completed this question to a satisfactory or higher level.
The more successful responses:
were able to explain the meaning of the phrase ‘这就麻烦大了!’
were able to explain the reason why they will miss their first game of the competition in Shanghai - because their flight has been rescheduled and will land later than they planned. 
[bookmark: _Hlk122183314]The less successful responses:
partially identified or were unable to identify any of the points above.
(b)	How close is the relationship between Michael and Yingying. Support your answer with evidence from the text.
Most of the students successfully completed this question to a satisfactory or higher level.
The more successful responses:
were able to draw a conclusion that their relationship is “know each other but not close”
were able to give the evidence from the text, such as
they go to same school
both play badminton in school badminton team but not in the same group
Yingying has to introduce herself in the voicemail
Yingying does not know where Michael lives and is not sure if he wants to share a taxi with her.
The less successful responses:
partially identified or were unable to identify any of the points above.
[bookmark: _Hlk217649962][bookmark: _Hlk217650003]Question 2
[bookmark: _Hlk217648349](a)	Provide three examples of differences between Xiaoli and her father that are evident in this conversation.
Most students successfully completed this question to a satisfactory or a higher level.
The more successful responses:
were able to display a comprehensive understanding of the differences between Xiaoli and her father, such as:
Xiaoli wants to go to her friend’s party / father never went to parties when he was young
Xiaoli thinks balancing study and relaxation is important / father thinks study is most important
Xiaoli thinks it is important to celebrate Jessica’s 18th birthday with friends and family / father suggested to give Jessica a red money bag (红包 ).
[bookmark: _Hlk217655112]The less successful responses:
[bookmark: _Hlk185191375]partially identified or were unable able to identify any point from the above.
[bookmark: _Hlk122183473](b)	How did Xiaoli and her father reach a compromise? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
Most students successfully completed this question to a satisfactory or higher level.
The more successful responses:
 were able to identify:
Xiaoli promised to do extra study on Sunday after the party 
her father says that she should finish all the homework before the party. He will drop her off and pick her up from the party (not take her classmate’s car), and she should leave the party at 10.00pm (not 11.00pm)
Xiaoli agreed with all her father’s conditions.
The less successful responses:
partially identified or were unable able to identify any point from the points above.
Section 2: Reading and Responding
Question 3
[bookmark: _Hlk217655945](a)	Explain why the author has used the title ‘中国时装在倒退吗? ‘	
Most students answered the question to a satisfactory or a higher level.
The more successful responses:
 were able to identify the reasons by pointing out:
traditional clothing Hanfu originated more than 2,000 years ago, and is becoming popular in China now / Young fashion is returning to an old style
the title is a rhetorical question - asks what people think of the return to old style clothing 
it aims to pique readers’ interest, provoking them to think, and encourage them to participate in the discussion.
The less successful responses:
partially identified or were unable able to identify any point from the above.
(b)	How does Changchang’s attitude change over the course of the interaction? Support your answer with evidence from the text.	
Majority of the students managed to answer the question to a satisfactory or a higher level.
[bookmark: _Hlk217658876]The more successful responses:
displayed comprehensive understanding of the following points:
goes from an unsure/a negative view to being willing to try
Changchang does not understand why young Chinese people wish to dress up in Hanfu
she thinks Hanfu looks uncomfortable to wear / she thinks Hanfu does not look convenient to wear 
she prefers handsome modern Western suits / she thought western suits are more handsome and convenient
Changchang agrees with one of the others that the crowds are caused by the Hanfu wearing people.
After conversation:
she is considering that Hanfu may be easy to wear, and look nice
she thinks that perhaps Fangcao might be correct about the crowds at historical sites may not be because of Hanfu alone
she is keen to find out how to try Hanfu herself.
The less successful responses:
 only identified some relevant information or were unable able to identify any point of the above.
[bookmark: _Hlk217659774](c)	Write a suitable response to Changchang’s question in the final post. Answer in Chinese characters only.
Only some students successfully completed this question.
The more successful responses:
displayed a comprehensive understanding of the text and provided a suitable response from the text such as:
you can rent hanfu at famous sightseeing places 
there are hanfu rental shops at many temples / tourist attractions
you can search on the internet where to rent hanfu
get on to the hanfu website 
go to a clothing store selling hanfu.
The less successful responses displayed a lack of understanding of Changchang’s question in the final post and their answer were not suitable as a consequence. 
Section 3: Writing in Chinese
Question 4
Option 1 
You have entered a creative writing competition for Chinese second language learners. Write a short story that starts with the phrase ‘Yesterday was a very unusual day’.
[bookmark: _Hlk217666836]The more successful responses:
[bookmark: _Hlk217665788][bookmark: _Hlk217666275]were able to create a meaningful story beginning ‘Yesterday was a very unusual day’
[bookmark: _Hlk217665894]were able to describe how it was unusual
used an appropriate writing style – Creative writing 
used the correct convention/text type – Story 
[bookmark: _Hlk217666699]used complex grammar structures and sophisticated vocabulary to construct and express their story clearly, logically, and coherently.
The less successful responses: 
did not focus on ‘Yesterday was a very unusual day’
did not describe how it was unusual 
did not use an appropriate writing style
used an incorrect text type other than a story
showed a lack ideas and vocabulary of the topic
used simple grammar structures and basic vocabulary with numerous errors
developed a text that was not structured logically or coherently
used Pinyin in their writing
[bookmark: _Hlk185241682]were incomplete.
Option 2 
Write an email to your friend at your Chinese sister school about your experiences of how Artificial Intelligence has impacted education.
[bookmark: _Hlk217669807]The more successful responses:
[bookmark: _Hlk217667746][bookmark: _Hlk217667436]were able to discuss how both positive and negative Artificial Intelligence has impacted education
were able to describe their experiences of using Artificial Intelligence for their study
used an appropriate writing style – informative and reflective
used the correct convention/text type – a personal email to a friend (Chinese style)
used complex grammar structures and sophisticated vocabulary to construct and express their opinions clearly, logically, and coherently.
The less successful responses: 
were unable to write about Artificial Intelligence used in education settings /schools/classes
were unable to describe their own experiences of how Artificial Intelligence has impacted on their learning
did not use the informative and reflective writing style 
did not use the correct convention/text type – a personal email to a friend
showed a lack of ideas and vocabulary of the topic
used simple grammar structures and basic vocabulary with numerous errors
developed a text which was not structured logically or coherently
used Pinyin in their writing
were incomplete.
Option 3 
You are writing a Chinese cookbook. Each recipe you include has an introduction and explains its importance to you. Write a persuasive introduction for one of your favourite Chinese dishes, sharing your experience and understanding of the dish, and encouraging readers to make it.
The more successful responses:
were able to share their personal story and knowledge about the food to the readers of the book
[bookmark: _Hlk217671214]were able to describe the name of the dish, with historical and cultural knowledge about the dish
used an appropriate writing style – informative and persuasive
used the correct convention/text type – introduction
demonstrate persuasive techniques in language, and encouraged readers to make the dish
used complex grammar structures and sophisticated vocabulary to construct and express the information clearly, logically, and coherently.
The less successful responses: 
were unable to write about historical and cultural knowledge of the dish
were unable to describe their personal story/connection to the dish
did not use the informative and persuasive writing style 
did not use the correct convention/text type – an introduction to a dish in a cookbook
did not use persuasive techniques in language and did not encourage readers to make the dish
showed a lack ideas and vocabulary of the topic
used simple grammar structures and basic vocabulary with numerous errors
developed a text which was not structured logically or coherently
used Pinyin in their writing
were incomplete
misunderstood the question.
Option 4 
A Chinese sports website is introducing sports from around the world. Write an online article to contribute to the website about a sport that may not be well known in China but is popular in Australia.
The more successful responses:
were able to introduce a sport that may not be well known in China but is popular in Australia
[bookmark: _Hlk217672941]were able to describe the sport’s name, description of the sport, its general rules, where, when, who, how to play, etc.
were able to describe how popular the sport is and why it is popular
used an appropriate writing style – informative and persuasive
used the correct convention/text type – online article
used complex grammar structures and sophisticated vocabulary to construct and express their story clearly, logically, and coherently.
The less successful responses: 
were unable to write a description of the sport, such as its general rules, where, when, who, how to play, etc.
were unable to describe how popular the sport is and why it is popular in Australia
did not use the informative and persuasive writing style 
did not use the correct convention/text type – online article
showed a lack ideas and vocabulary of the topic
used simple grammar structures and basic vocabulary with numerous errors
developed a text which was not structured logically or coherently
used Pinyin in their writing
were incomplete.
General
Most of the students were able to answer the questions to a satisfactory or a higher level in this year’s examination paper.
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