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Overview
This subject assessment advice, based on the 2025 assessment cycle, gives an overview of how students performed in their school and external assessments in relation to the learning requirements, assessment design criteria, and performance standards set out in the relevant subject outline. It provides information and advice regarding the assessment types, the application of the performance standards in school and external assessments, and the quality of student performance.
The advice focuses on identifying characteristics of more successful and less successful responses, the appropriate application of performance standards, and considerations for effective task design. The Subject Renewal program has introduced changes for many subjects in 2025; these changes are detailed in the change log at the front of each subject outline. When reviewing the 2025 subject assessment advice, it is important to consider any updates to this subject to ensure the feedback in this document remains accurate.    
School Assessment
Teachers can improve the moderation process and the online process by:
ensuring all grades entered into Schools Online accurately reflect evidence demonstrated against the performance standards
uploading student work that is clearly legible, correctly oriented, and free of extra pages
ensuring teacher annotations and comments are clearly visible and aligned to the assessment design criteria
providing sufficient contextual information (planning flowchart or task sheets) to support moderation, particularly where learning is drawn from other Stage 2 subjects or integrated programs
using the AT1: Folio Cover sheet to provide context for the variety of tasks and subject area being used ensuring to clearly identify the stage 2 subject related to the learning tasks
using section headings or signposting to indicate different tasks within a combined file.
Assessment Type 1: Folio (50%)
For this assessment type, students provide evidence of learning from the completion of at least two tasks for a 10-credit subject, or four tasks for a 20-credit subject. Tasks and evidence should show specific learning requirements from the selected Stage 2 subject, and addresses their development of:
knowledge and concepts related to the selected Stage 2 subject 
specific skills related to the SACE Stage 2 subject 
this assessment type must show evidence of students’ learning in relation to the assessment design criteria Knowledge and Understanding (KU1, KU2).
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Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
designing tasks that allow students to demonstrate depth of learning and skill development over time, rather than fragmenting learning into multiple small tasks
providing opportunities for students to present evidence using multimodal formats, particularly where practical or applied skills are being demonstrated
balancing technical knowledge tasks with tasks that allow students to apply learning in authentic or contextualised ways
encouraging student agency and the design of tasks to be student led, to allow students to develop the skills and knowledge they are interested in
ensuring that folio evidence is clearly connected to the learning requirements of the selected Stage 2 subject.
The more successful responses commonly:
included multiple forms of evidence demonstrating both knowledge acquisition and skill development
used annotated photographs, video evidence, or multimodal presentations to clearly demonstrate learning in action
demonstrated reflection or analysis of learning progress, including evaluation of performance or decision-making
showed progression in understanding or skill development across the selected tasks.
The less successful responses commonly:
relied heavily on scaffolding or checklists, limiting opportunities for students to demonstrate higher-level achievement
provided minimal primary evidence of learning or skill application
included tasks with insufficient context, making it difficult to identify what learning was being demonstrated
divided a single learning task into multiple small components, reducing evidence of learning growth.
Assessment Type 2: Reflection (20%) 
Students reflect on the development of knowledge, concepts and skills related to the selected Stage 2 subject, as well as the development of their planning, organisational, problem solving and decision-making skills through their AT3: Community Application Activity. Lastly, students consider the development of their selected SACE capability using evidence of actions taken.
For this assessment type, students provide evidence of their learning in relation to the assessment design criteria Reflection and Consideration (RC1, RC2, RC3).
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
guiding students to reflect on learning and skill development, rather than recounting actions taken
supporting students to make explicit connections between learning evidenced in the folio and their community application activity
encouraging students to explore capability development broadly, including transferable and employability skills.
The more successful responses commonly:
evaluated strengths and limitations in their understanding and skills, and identified areas for further development
explained how planning, organisation, and problem-solving strategies influenced the success of their activity
articulated how learning evolved across the course and informed decisions made during the activity
evaluated capability development with specific examples linked to evidence.
The less successful responses commonly:
focused primarily on recounting the activity rather than reflecting on learning
made broad or generic statements about capability development without supporting evidence
demonstrated limited evaluation of decisions or outcomes
did not fully address RC3, reducing opportunities for higher grade achievement.
External Assessment
Assessment Type 3: Community Application Activity (30%)
This assessment is designed by the student. Students connect their community application activity to a community context. They take and apply the knowledge, skills, and understanding of the aspect or area of interest to a community context. Students must demonstrate the assessment design criteria Application and Connection — AC1, AC2 and AC3.
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
encouraging students to select modes of evidence that clearly demonstrate planning, application, and community connection
supporting students to negotiate activities that extend beyond the classroom and require independent decision-making 
supporting student’s authentic agency and their activity 
emphasising the importance of documenting the process, not just the final product.
The more successful responses commonly:
featured activities of personal interest that required genuine planning and decision-making
demonstrated systematic planning using timelines, planning documents, or annotated evidence
articulated how subject-specific knowledge and skills were applied and adapted in a community context
clearly explained benefits for both the student and the wider community
demonstrated authentic community connection through evidence of engagement or collaboration
evaluated capability development using specific examples.
The less successful responses commonly:
relied on pre-existing classroom tasks with limited adaptation
provided minimal evidence of individual decision-making in group activities
focused on describing the activity rather than demonstrating planning or application
made weak or generic connections to community benefit
omitted discussion of capability development.
General
Across all assessment types, student performance was strongest where tasks allowed for authentic application of learning, meaningful decision making, and reflection on growth over time. Tasks that were highly scaffolded or focused primarily on recount limited opportunities for students to demonstrate higher level achievement against the performance standards.
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