OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

English Stage 1
Assessment Type 3: Intertextual Study
After reading the novel The Secret River by Kate Grenville and viewing the film Picnic at Hanging Rock directed by Peter Weir, answer one of the following questions. Your response should be a maximum of 1000 words; an oral of a maximum of 6 minutes or the equivalent in multimodal form.
Picnic at Hanging Rock and The Secret River both explore themes of identity, belonging, and cultural tension within the Australian landscape. How has your understanding of the setting of Grenville’s novel been influenced by watching Weir’s film?
Grenville uses intertextual references to colonial history throughout The Secret River. How is your understanding of Grenville’s ideas enhanced by considering the similar and different concerns presented in Picnic at Hanging Rock?
Both texts explore the impact of environment on human behaviour. Compare how characterisation and narrative structure in Picnic at Hanging Rock and The Secret River develop this theme.
Many texts inform our ability to make connections to other texts. To what extent do Picnic at Hanging Rock andThe Secret River offer complementary or contrasting views on Australia, identity, and/or belonging?
Create your own short story that develops one of the themes in Picnic at Hanging Rock or The Secret River. It may be fictional or based on your experiences. In an accompanying writer’s statement, explain how the text you have created has been influenced by your knowledge of one or both of the studied texts. Possible themes include:
Identity and belonging
Cultural conflict
Family and resilience
Displacement and migration
Memory and trauma
Connection to land and home
6. Choose a minor character from The Secret River or Picnic at Hanging Rock and create a short story in which they are the main character. Write the piece in the style of Grenville or Weir. In an accompanying writer’s statement, explain how the elements of your story (e.g., plot, characters, and/or language) have been influenced by your knowledge of the studied text.
In this study you should:
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the ideas and perspectives in one or both of The Secret River by Kate Grenville and the film Picnic at Hanging Rock directed by Peter Weir (KU1)
In a writer’s statement, analyse intertextual connections between the two studied texts or connections between your writing and one of the studied texts (An3)
Write or speak with precision, fluency, and coherence (Ap1)
Use evidence from texts to support conclusions and incorporate textual references (Ap3)
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