Stage 2 Music Explorations
Assessment Type 2: Explorations
Option Tasks with a Music Technology Focus
Purpose

Students develop and extend their understanding of music by:

exploring how music is made 

exploring musical styles, influences, and/or techniques 
experimenting with styles and techniques, based on their findings and discoveries

synthesising their findings in a presentation and commentary.

Description of assessment

Students provide evidence of their learning in a portfolio that comprises: 

Musical Works: 
a presentation of a set of short performances, compositions, recordings, and/or other musical products that explore performance, compositional or production techniques (for example, digital uploads; DJ set recording) 

Commentary: 
An explanation on the processes of exploration and experimentation that they have used, and their key findings.

Compositions may be original works or arrangements that are represented in notation or digital audio format.
Assessment conditions
Portfolio - Musical Works:

A set of compositions should be between 4 and 6 minutes. Compositions may be produced in a digital format or as an audio recording, using a form of contemporary music notation appropriate to the style. 

Any set of short performances should be presented to a live audience. All performances must be recorded, and the set of performances should be between 8 and 10 minutes.

Note: In performances, students may present their work(s) on an instrument or an electronic performance triggering device. Students who perform using loop pedal, MIDI sequencing, or digital audio work station live may choose to double their performance with instruments.

The portfolio may include musical works that are a combination of composition or performance.  The total duration time would therefore be approximately 6-8 minutes (this would be dependent upon the ratio of the combination). 

Portfolio - Commentary:

The commentary that accompanies the portfolio should be a maximum of 6 minutes if oral, 1000 words if written, or the equivalent in multimodal form.
Choice of Exploration Focus
Students should clearly identify what they are exploring.   Each musical work should identify at least one exploration technique; two or more techniques within the same work may enable students to explore a broader range of creativity while also demonstrating higher levels of learning.

Possible Tasks (Music Technology Focus)
Portfolio - Musical Works:

Option 1:  a collection of short recording tasks that explore specific Audio/MIDI/Wave production techniques. 

Task 1:   MIDI Quantising and Changing Velocity. 

Create a 1 minute MIDI recording that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of MIDI quantising and changing velocity.   

Task 2:   MIDI Panning and Changing Duration. 

Create a 1 minute MIDI recording that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of MIDI panning and changing duration.   

Task 3:   Audio Equalisation and Compression. 

Create a 1 minute MIDI recording that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of Audio equalisation and compression.   

Task 4:   Audio Effects using Reverb, Delay and Chorus. 

Create a 1 minute audio recording that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of reverb, delay and chorus audio production processes.   

Task 5:   Wave Loops -  Creating Loops and Editing Elements within Loops. 

Create a 1 minute Audio recording that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of Wave Loop creation from Audio and MIDI phrases and then the editing and reordering of elements within those loops to produce variation. 
Option 2:  a set of filmed performances that demonstrate a range of triggering, looping, or DJ mixing production techniques.  
Task 1:   Live Looping. 

Create a 2 to 3-minute performance that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of phrase looping.   

Task 2:   Live Controller Triggering. 

Create a 2 to 3-minute performance that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of electronic performance devices (controllers) to trigger digital audio workstation software (DAW).
Task 3:   Live DJ Mixing. 

Create a 2 to 3-minute performance that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of DJ mixing, performance and production techniques.

Task 4:   Live Coding. 

Create a 2 to 3-minute performance that explores and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of live coding, performance and production techniques.

Option 3:  Any combination of the above recording or performance tasks creating a folio of 6-8 minutes

Portfolio - Commentary:

The commentary that accompanies the portfolio should succinctly discuss what each musical work is exploring. The portfolio should be a maximum of 6 minutes if oral, 1000 words if written, or the equivalent in multimodal form.
The discussion should include:

· Defining and explaining the focus technique(s) that is (are) being explored

· Explaining and identifying the musical intent and influences for their musical work
· Discussing how they developed skills to use the technique(s)

· Identifying examples of multiple uses of the technique(s) within their musical work

	Learning Requirements
	Assessment Design Criteria

	1. Develop and apply knowledge and understanding of musical elements in exploring and experimenting with music
2. Explore and experiment with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production
3. Apply musical literacy skills
4. Analyse and discuss musical works
5. Synthesise findings from exploration of and experimentation with music, and express musical ideas
6. Reflect on and critique own learning within music.

	Understanding Music

The specific features are as follows:

UM1
Development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements

UM2
Expression of musical ideas

Exploring and Experimenting with Music
The specific features are as follows:

EEM1
 Application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements
EEM2
 Exploration of and experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production.
EEM3
 Synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
Responding to Music

The specific features are as follows:

RM1
Application of musical literacy skills.

RM2
Analysis and discussion of musical works.

RM3
Reflection on and critique of own learning within music.




The specific SACE capabilities that underpin THIS assessment task may include: 
· Literacy ✓
· Numeracy ✓
· Information and communications technology ✓
· Critical and creative thinking ✓
· Personal and social ✓
· Ethical understanding ✓
· Intercultural understanding ✓
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Music Explorations

	-
	Understanding Music
	Exploring and Experimenting with Music
	Responding to Music

	A
	Focused and sustained development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Creative and coherent expression of musical ideas.
	Focused and sustained application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to creatively explore and experiment with music. 

In-depth exploration and innovative experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production. 

Insightful synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Insightful and creative application of musical literacy skills.

Perceptive analysis and discussion of musical works.

Insightful reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	B
	Mostly sustained development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Mostly creative and coherent expression of musical ideas.
	Mostly sustained application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to creatively explore and experiment with music. 

Some depth in exploration and creative experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production. 

Some insight in synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Mostly creative application of musical literacy skills, with some insights.

Analysis and discussion of musical works, with some perceptiveness.

Some insight in reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	C
	Generally competent development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Generally coherent expression of musical ideas, with some creativity.
	Competent application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and experiment with music. 

Competent exploration and experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production, with some creativity.

Synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Generally competent application of musical literacy skills, with some creativity.

Generally competent discussion of musical works, with some analysis.

Considered reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	D
	Some basic development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Some communication of basic musical ideas.
	Some basic application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and/or experiment with music. 

Basic exploration and experimentation with some musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production.

Basic description of some findings from exploration of and/or experimentation with music.
	Development of some basic musical literacy skills.

Basic description of some musical works.

Basic description of own learning within music.

	E
	Attempted development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Attempted communication of a basic musical idea.
	Some basic recognition and attempted application of musical elements to explore or experiment with music. 

Attempted exploration or experimentation with a musical style, influence, technique, or production.

Attempted description of one or more findings from exploration of or experimentation with music.
	Attempted development of very basic musical literacy skills.

Attempted description of a musical work.

Attempted description of own learning within music.
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