STAGE 2 OUTDOOR EDUCATION

	Assessment Type 1: About Natural Environments 




MURRAY DARLING BASIN ORAL – Looking for a sustainable future – 10% (2020)

Purpose 

Demonstrate understanding and application of environmental studies and sustainable practices through identification and evaluation of a human impact issue affecting the Murray Darling Basin. 
Background

The Murray Darling Basin is at the centre of significant national debate due to its significance and ongoing health issues. As it provides Adelaide with as much as 80% of its water needs and supplies many primary and secondary industries along its path within 4 states, its sustainable use and health is of importance to all Australians.

There are many contributing factors to the often-poor quality of the river environment. These include decreased flow rates and associated increased extraction of water for domestic and industry use, increased salinity, adverse effects of introduced species of plants & animals, declining water quality, pollution, recreational impact, blue green algal blooms, declining bird populations, declining native fish populations, declining wetland habitats etc.
Description of assessment task

We will conduct a field trip to the Murray River.
Select and evaluate a specific environmental issue impacting the Murray Darling Basin giving opinions, views and critical analysis of current and proposed practices and future sustainability. 
You should incorporate contemporary, historical and indigenous perspectives on land management practices where appropriate. 

You will be required to research your topic before, during and after a visit to the river.
Task

As a prominent environmentalist you have been asked to address a group of influential community members and outline your concerns for the state of the Murray River and give your views on an environmental issue of your choosing outlining future needs for creating a sustainable Murray/Darling system (cultural, economic and environmental). 

Your oral presentation should include information on:

1. the current state of the Murray River and its associated environments; 

2. discussion and critical analysis of - causes, effects & costs of past and present land use and management practices relevant to your issue (consider traditional indigenous and contemporary); 

3. proposed solutions to this problem / issue; and 

4. your opinion / views on creating a sustainable future, which incorporates and values indigenous perspectives.
5. use audio visual aids (e.g. PowerPoint, photos, maps, charts, video & annotated diagrams) 
Assessment conditions 

You have three weeks to complete the presentation, including 6 lessons of class time. 

The oral presentation should be approximately 6 minutes in duration.
Stage 2 performance standards
	Planning and Application
	Evaluation and Reflective Practice
	Exploration, Understanding, and Analysis

	A
	Highly effective planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Astute evaluation and critically-reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Astute evaluation and critically-reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Comprehensive evaluation and discerning reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Insightful and thoughtful exploration and understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Comprehensive and critical analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Detailed and thorough exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	B
	Mostly effective planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Well-considered evaluation and mostly critically-reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Well-considered evaluation and mostly critically-reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Detailed evaluation and considered reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Mostly insightful exploration and well-considered understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Mostly detailed and critical analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Mostly detailed exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	C
	Competent planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Considered evaluation and reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Considered evaluation and reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Competent evaluation and mostly considered reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Competent exploration and considered understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Considered analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Informed exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	D
	Basic planning and application of responsibilities, and some leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Some description of reflective practice of planning, and/or leadership and/or collaborative skills in natural environments.

Basic description of reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Some reflection of personal experiences and/or connections in natural environments.
	Some exploration and some understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering some perspectives. 

Basic identification of some environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Basic exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	E
	Attempted planning and some application of responsibilities participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Attempted description of reflective practice of some of the skills of planning, leadership and collaboration in natural environments.

Attempted description of reflective practice of the development and application of some practical outdoor skills.

Limited reflection of personal experiences or connections in natural environments.
	Limited exploration and some attempt to understand the interaction of humans and natural environments.

Attempted description of environmental systems, and/or issues and/or sustainability of natural environments.

Superficial exploration of personal connections with natural environments.
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