STAGE 2 psychology
SKILLS AND APPLICATIONS Task
LEARNING
Purpose 

This assessment allows you to:

· select information about research into Learning from a range of sources
· demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of ethical research 
· analyse and evaluate procedures and psychological evidence to form relevant conclusions and suggest improvements.
Description of assessment 

Learning theory can explain the way we live, how we do things, and the decisions we make. Classical Conditioning, Operant Conditioning and Observational Learning are three ways in which we learn.

Your task is to analyse and evaluate one well-known experiment which has been conducted in the area of Learning. See attached task sheet for details.
Assessment conditions
This is an extended research assignment. Access to computer rooms for 3 lessons will be provided as well as homework and study time for 2 weeks.
This task is to be presented as a Research Evaluation Report using appropriate conventions and formats as outlined on the task sheet. 

There is a word limit of 1000 words for a written report.

	Learning Requirements
	Assessment Design Criteria
	Capabilities

	1. Explain the factors that cause psychological differences and similarities between people and give examples of how these factors affect the behaviour of themselves, others, and groups of people

2. Analyse the behaviour of themselves, others, and groups of people in different contexts in a way that recognises the values of independence and interdependence

3. Demonstrate an understanding of ethical research by undertaking, and evaluating guided investigations

4. Make informed decisions about issues, events, and situations in society by applying relevant psychological principles and ethics and by presenting particular points of view, giving examples of the thinking and reasoning behind them.

5. Demonstrate organisation and reflection in the application of psychological principles, taking into account ethical considerations

6. Search for, evaluate, and organise psychological information and use appropriate terms effectively to communicate key ideas, understanding, processes, and values in a range of contexts

7. Undertake a variety of roles while working as a member of a team to achieve individual and shared goals.
	Investigation

The specific features are as follows:

I1
Development of psychology investigation proposals.

I2
Critical selection and acknowledgment of information about psychology and issues in psychology from different sources.

I3      Understanding and use of ethical research practices.

I4
The obtaining, recording, and display of findings of investigations using appropriate conventions and formats.

Analysis and Evaluation 

The specific features are as follows:

AE1
Analysis of the behaviour of individuals and groups of people in different contexts.

AE2
Evaluation of procedures, with suggestions for improvement.

AE3
Analysis and evaluation of psychological evidence to formulate relevant conclusions.

Application

The specific features are as follows:

A1
Application of psychological concepts and evidence from investigations to new and familiar contexts.

A2
Application of appropriate psychological terms.

A3
Demonstration of skills in individual work and teamwork.

Knowledge and Understanding 

The specific features are as follows: 

KU1
Demonstration of knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts and ethical considerations.

KU 2
Use of knowledge of psychology to understand and explain behaviours.

KU3
Communication of knowledge and understanding of psychology in different contexts, using different formats.


	Communication

Citizenship

Personal Development

Work

Learning




PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR STAGE 2 PSYCHOLOGY
	
	Investigation
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Application
	Knowledge and Understanding

	A
	Develops logical, coherent, and detailed psychology investigation proposals.

Critically and logically selects and consistently and appropriately acknowledges information about psychology and issues in psychology from a range of sources.

Clearly understands and consistently uses well-organised, ethical research practices.

Obtains, records, and displays findings of investigations using appropriate conventions and formats accurately and highly effectively.
	Uses perceptive and thorough analytical skills to examine the behaviour of individuals and groups of people in different contexts.

Logically evaluates procedures and suggests a range of appropriate improvements.

Systematically analyses and evaluates psychological evidence to formulate logical and highly relevant conclusions.
	Applies psychological concepts and evidence from investigations to suggest solutions to complex problems in new and familiar contexts.

Uses appropriate psychological terms highly effectively.

Demonstrates initiative in applying constructive and focused approaches to individual and collaborative work.
	Consistently demonstrates a deep and broad knowledge and understanding of a range of psychological concepts and ethical considerations.
Uses knowledge of psychology perceptively and logically to understand and explain behaviours.

Uses a variety of formats to communicate knowledge and understanding of psychology in different contexts coherently and highly effectively.

	B
	Develops well-considered and clear psychology investigation proposals.

Logically selects and appropriately acknowledges information about psychology and issues in psychology from different sources.

Understands and consistently uses ethical research practices.

Obtains, records, and displays findings of investigations using appropriate conventions and formats mostly accurately and effectively.
	Uses clear and well-organised analytical skills to examine the behaviour of individuals and groups of people in different contexts.

Evaluates procedures and suggests some appropriate improvements. 

Uses mostly logical analysis and evaluation of psychological evidence to formulate consistent and relevant conclusions.
	Applies psychological concepts and evidence from investigations to suggest solutions to problems in new and familiar contexts.

Uses appropriate psychological terms effectively.

Applies mostly constructive and focused approaches to individual and collaborative work.
	Demonstrates some depth and breadth of knowledge and understanding of a range of psychological concepts and ethical considerations.
Uses knowledge of psychology logically to understand and explain behaviours.

Uses a variety of formats to communicate knowledge and understanding of psychology in different contexts coherently and effectively.

	C
	Develops considered and generally clear psychology investigation proposals.

Selects with some focus, and mostly appropriately acknowledges, information about psychology and issues in psychology from different sources.

Generally understands and uses ethical research practices.

Obtains, records, and displays findings of investigations using generally appropriate conventions and formats with some errors but generally accurately and effectively.
	Uses generally organised analytical skills to examine the behaviour of individuals and groups of people in different contexts.

Evaluates some procedures in psychology and suggests some improvements that are generally appropriate. 

Analyses and evaluates psychological evidence to formulate simple and generally relevant conclusions.
	Applies psychological concepts and evidence from investigations to suggest some solutions to basic problems in new or familiar contexts.

Uses generally appropriate psychological terms with some general effectiveness. 

Applies generally constructive approaches to individual and collaborative work.
	Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of a general range of psychological concepts and ethical considerations.
Uses knowledge of psychology with some logic to understand and explain behaviours.

Uses a variety of formats to communicate knowledge and understanding of psychology in different contexts with some general effectiveness.

	D
	Prepares the outline of a psychology investigation proposal.

Selects and may partly acknowledge one or more sources of information about psychology or an issue in psychology.

Identifies and attempts to use some ethical research practices.

Obtains, records, and displays findings of investigations using conventions and formats inconsistently, with occasional accuracy and effectiveness.
	Describes basic behaviour of individuals and groups of people in different contexts.

For some procedures, identifies improvements that may be made.

Attempts to extract meaning from psychological evidence and to formulate a simple conclusion that may be relevant.
	Applies some evidence to describe some basic problems and identify one or more simple solutions, in familiar contexts.

Attempts to use some psychological terms that may be appropriate. 

Attempts individual work inconsistently, and contributes superficially to aspects of collaborative work.
	Demonstrates some basic knowledge and partial understanding of psychological concepts and ethical considerations.
Identifies and explains some psychological information that is relevant to understanding and explaining behaviours.

Communicates basic information about psychology to others using one or more formats.

	E
	Identifies a simple psychology investigation proposal.

Identifies a source of information about psychology or an issue in psychology.

Pays limited attention to ethical research practices.

Attempts to record and display some descriptive information about an investigation, with limited accuracy or effectiveness.
	Acknowledges that individuals and groups of people may behave differently in different contexts.

Acknowledges the need for improvements in one or more procedures.

Attempts to organise some limited evidence.
	Identifies a basic problem and attempts to identify a solution in a familiar context.

Uses some psychological terms.

Shows emerging skills in individual and collaborative work.
	Demonstrates some limited recognition and awareness of psychological concepts and ethical considerations.
Shows an emerging understanding that some psychological information is relevant to explaining behaviours.

Attempts to communicate information about psychology.


STAGE 2 psychology
SKILLS AND APPLICATIONS TASK 2
LEARNING task sheet
Learning theory can explain the way we live, how we do things, and the decisions we make. Classical Conditioning, Operant Conditioning and Observational Learning are three ways in which we learn.

Your task is to analyse and evaluate one well known experiment which has been conducted in the area of Learning.
You are to choose from one of the following:
Classical Conditioning

Watson and Rayner’s research with “Little Albert”

Operant Conditioning

Martin Seligman’s research on learned helplessness in dogs.
Observational Learning
Albert Bandura’s “BoBo Doll experiment

You should:

a.
Demonstrate your knowledge of the learning theory you have chosen to research.

b.
Analyse your research and prepare a summary report using the following format:
i. Aim and Hypothesis 

ii. Independent Variable and Dependant Variable
iii. Procedure (including experimental and controlled conditions)

iv. Identify any extraneous variables

v. Results

vi. Conclusion

c.
Evaluate the ethical issues related to these experiments, giving reasons why these experiments would now be considered unethical, and offer suggestions for improving the ethical standards if the study was repeated.
There are many aspects of each of these experiments that would be considered to be unethical today. Psychologists must protect participants from physical and psychological harm. 

d.
Apply psychological concepts and evidence from your research to suggest solutions to one following scenarios. (Choose the appropriate scenario for the area of learning you have selected.)

Classical Conditioning

Outline an ethically acceptable procedure involving classical conditioning to extinguish Albert’s fear of white furry objects. You should indicate the Conditioned Stimulus, Unconditioned Stimulus, Controlled Response and Uncontrolled Response. 

Operant Conditioning

How has the concept of learned helplessness been generalised to depression in people? How could Cognitive Behaviour Therapy be used effectively to extinguish this learned behaviour? 

Observational Learning

How could the theories from observational learning be used to positively influence teenagers to improve their behaviours and/or social wellbeing?  Provide your own examples to illustrate your answer. 
In the report of your investigation, make sure you: 

· use appropriate psychological terms

· communicate knowledge and understanding of psychology 

· obtain, record and display findings of an investigation using an appropriate format

· demonstrate skills in individual work 

· select and acknowledge information from a range of sources in a bibliography / reference section.










Additional comments


Evidence from this assessment contributes to an overall assessment for Skills and Applications Tasks. It provides opportunities for students to demonstrate their ability to:





apply appropriate psychological terms (Application)


demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts and ethical considerations (Knowledge and Understanding)


communicate knowledge and understanding of psychology in different contexts, using different formats (Knowledge and Understanding).





Use of language in the task purpose and description reflects the language used in the performance standards enabling students to better link the task requirements to the performance standards.





Dot points support students at all levels to provide evidence for the specific features being assessed.





Knowledge and Understanding


Allows students to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts related to Learning Theory. 





Analysis and Evaluation


Allows students to analyse and investigate to form a conclusion. 











Application


Allows students to apply their knowledge of psychology concepts to suggest solutions to a new problem.





Analysis and Evaluation


Allows students to evaluate ethical procedures in this research and suggest improvements.
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