


	STAGE 2 WOMEN’S STUDIES
Assessment Type 2:  ESSAY
Issue 5: Women and the Law
	STUDENT NAME




Purpose 

To use gender analysis to offer a way of identifying, describing, and/or examining aspects of women’s lives and to critically assess the institutions and ideas of societies and cultures from a gender perspective.

Description of assessment
“Women’s crimes simultaneously appal and entice us, exciting an interest not generated by male felons.” [Femme Fatale catalogue, 2009]

Discuss the way Western society has interpreted and contained the criminality of women.
Instructional scaffold for task

Using content from Femme Fatale: The Female Criminal catalogue book, create a photo journal [as an appendix to the essay] using the police mug shots and posters and use it to support your discussion of the quote.

Comment on the perceived gender roles displayed in the Hollywood posters in comparison to the reality of the women’s lives displayed in the mug shots.
How to approach the task:

1. Choose 3 posters and 3 mug shots to use as part of the discussion of both the quote and how female criminality has been interpreted and contained [controlled/restricted/limited] by society.

2. This is not a text analysis task; it is a GENDER TASK. You are looking at the images as a starting point only for discussion. They are not the sole point of reference for discussion in the essay.

3. Hollywood Femme Fatales: How is the sexuality of these women exploited to thrill? How are these aggressive women punished for their attempt at dominance? What does this suggest about women’s roles as seductress and femme fatale?

4. Police mug shots: What can you surmise about these women’s lives from their faces and clothes? What circumstances could have led to their involvement in criminal activity? How does this reflect the gender constructions of the era?

5. Investigate how the reality of women who committed crimes is in stark contrast to the Hollywood version of “evil” women. What gender constructions have supported the disempowerment of women in both “realities”?

6. Offer strategies for empowering change through investigating feminist theory and the criminal justice system.
Other considerations:

· Think about the way language shapes perception of women. The words above inform and construct a perception of women that filters through to everyday life. For example, women who are assertive and ambitious become aggressive and ruthless when considered against the patriarchal idealised passivity of womanhood. The images are informed by roles adopted in the Hollywood genres of the 1930s and 1940s.

· Strong women who came out of the Hollywood star system of the 30s and 40s were shaped, in part, by the gritty roles they played on screen: Bette Davis, Joan Crawford, Barbara Stanwyck, Jean Tierney, Lauren Bacall, Ingrid Bergman – they broke the mould of the passive accoutrement to a male star, but did this have any lasting influence on society’s constructed perception of women?
Assessment conditions

A persuasive essay of a maximum 1200 words if written, or a maximum of 7 minutes if oral.  Persuasive implies that your essay must have credible links to evidence – it is not an essay that is emotive or full of unsupported opinion.
	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding

The specific feature is as follows:

KU1
Knowledge and understanding of the meaning of gender and its construction.
Gender Analysis

The specific features are as follows:

GA1
Analysis of social implications of gender relations for a diversity of women across contexts, times, and cultures.

GA2
Analysis of representations of women for gender bias.

GA3
Identification of ways of effecting change to address gender bias.

Investigation and Evaluation 

The specific features are as follows:

IE1
Investigation and evaluation of the ways in which various social structures, cultural practices, and ways of thinking disempower women.

IE2
Evaluation of strategies for empowerment.

Communication

The specific features are as follows:

C1
Communication of informed ideas about the diversity of women’s experiences.

C2
Use of the language of gender analysis.

C3
Use of appropriate forms, including persuasive communication, and with acknowledgment of sources.




Adapted from materials prepared by Wendy Muir.

Performance Standards for Stage 2 Women’s Studies

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Gender Analysis
	Investigation and Evaluation
	Communication

	A
	In-depth knowledge and understanding of the meaning of gender and its construction.
	Astute and detailed analysis of social implications of gender relations for a diversity of women across contexts, times, and cultures.

Perceptive analysis of representations of women for gender bias.

Discerning identification of ways of effecting change to address gender bias.
	In-depth investigation and evaluation of the ways in which various social structures, cultural practices, and ways of thinking disempower women.

Perceptive and insightful evaluation of a range of strategies for empowerment.
	Perceptive and coherent communication of informed ideas about the diversity of women’s experiences. 

Perceptive use of the language of gender analysis.

Discerning use of highly appropriate forms, including persuasive communication, and with clear acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Some depth in knowledge and understanding of the meaning of gender and its construction.
	Detailed analysis of social implications of gender relations for a diversity of women across contexts, times, and cultures.

Well-considered analysis of representations of women for gender bias.

Clear identification of ways of effecting change to address gender bias.
	Some depth in investigation and evaluation of the ways in which various social structures, cultural practices, and ways of thinking disempower women.

Well-considered evaluation of strategies for empowerment.
	Mostly clear and convincing communication of informed ideas about the diversity of women’s experiences. 

Thoughtful use of the language of gender analysis.

Well-considered use of appropriate forms, including persuasive communication, and with clear acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of the meaning of gender and its construction.
	Generally competent analysis of social implications of gender relations for a diversity of women across contexts, times, and cultures.

Considered analysis of representations of women for gender bias. 

Competent identification of ways of effecting change to address gender bias.
	Competent investigation and evaluation of the ways in which various social structures, cultural practices, and ways of thinking disempower women. 

Considered evaluation of strategies for empowerment.
	Generally clear communication of informed ideas about the diversity of women’s experiences.

Generally competent use of the language of gender analysis.

Considered use of mostly appropriate forms, including persuasive communication, and with generally clear acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Recognition and some awareness of the meaning of gender and its construction.
	Some attempted analysis, with mostly description, of social implications of gender relations for women.

Some consideration of representations of women for gender bias.

Identification and some description of one or more ways of effecting change to address gender bias.
	Consideration of one or more ways in which social structures, cultural practices, and ways of thinking disempower women.

Some description of strategies for empowerment.
	Some endeavour to communicate basic ideas about the diversity of women’s experiences.

Some use of the language of gender analysis.

Some use of one or more forms that may be appropriate, and with limited acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Emerging awareness of the meaning of gender and its construction. 
	Brief description of one or more social implications of gender relations for women.
Limited consideration of representations of women for gender bias.

Identification of a way of effecting change to address gender bias.
	Attempted description of a way in which social structures, cultural practices, or ways of thinking disempower women. 

Identification of elements of a strategy for empowerment.
	Limited attempt to communicate basic ideas about the diversity of women’s experiences. 

Emerging use of the language of gender analysis.

Attempted use of one or more forms, with limited appropriateness, and limited acknowledgment of sources.


Page 1 of 3                                                                                                                                        Stage 2 Women Studies task for use in 2011

A200874 (created August 2010, updated November 2024)

© SACE Board of South Australia 2010


