


RESEARCH PROJECT: MODIFIED – Choosing a topic of interest or area of need

Below are some possible areas of interest to assist students and teachers to choose a topic of interest or area of need for the Research Project: Modified.
	
	Work-related area
	Subject-related area
	Community-based area
	Technical or practical area 

	Context
	Vocational choices, employment pathways, school-based work enterprise initiatives, work experience.

Relates to exploring and experiencing the work place environment.


	Aspect of a subject or discipline
– based on solving a problem.

Area of interest and/or personal need for development.
	Community work or community service that the individual is already involved in, has an interest in or would like to access.

Relates to a specific community or zone (e.g. school, a specific group of people, sport, cultural, volunteer, family).
	Research into practical and/or technological skill or aid; the emphasis is on the development of practical skills and knowledge.

Home, school, relating to own life, personal needs and/or the workplace.

	Potential Projects
	Generally linked to work based future options and development of knowledge of the workplace.

For example:

· exploring realistic post-school vocational area options

· producing a CV and/or portfolio of skills

· setting up or participating in school vocational enterprises

· work skills development

· where to access support 

· work experience

· independence training.
	Generally directed to the advancement of knowledge, may be linked to the workplace, community. Personal interests and progression pathways - meeting individual needs and exploring accessibility and removing barriers. 

For example:

· accessing support groups in the community

· leisure activities

· exploring accessible resources

· personal interest that could develop into social networks 

· local groups

· TAFE course

· independence training.
	May be a change, action or raised awareness in the identified community.

For example:

· school based developments, clubs, services, activities, links

· changes needed for improvements in local community

· response to planned events that may have an impact on groups

· transport/travel

· accessing the community

· raising awareness 
· promoting access.
	Improving new technological skills, materials, products, devices or services. The advancement of knowledge and skills. 

For example:

· communication systems, PECS, technologies, & other aids

· support that can be accessed

· increased independence through use of supportive aids

· development of strategies

· implementation and use of strategies.
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