Aligns with LAP-01

Stage 2 Music Explorations
Assessment Type 1: Musical Literacy

Task 2: Comparative Analysis and Discussion
Purpose

To enable students to: 

· demonstrate understanding of musical elements, styles, influences and techniques
· apply musical literacy skills

· analyse and discuss musical works and their presentation
· develop their understanding of the relationship between musical notation and sound.
Description of assessment

Students select one song and through a process of musical analysis, compare two different versions or interpretations of that song in an oral, written or multi-modal response. 
The musical analysis should include aural and notation analysis that focuses upon the musical elements categories listed in the Music Explorations Supporting Document at the end of the Subject Outline.  
The discussion should identify and consider the similarities, differences and the musical effectiveness of each version/interpretation using the musical elements terminology and classifications. 
The student’s response should up to 5 minutes for an oral presentation, or 800 words if written, or the equivalent multimodal (where 1000 words is equivalent to 6 minutes).  The response may be presented as, but is not limited to:
· a movie or audio recording
· a Power Point or Prezi presentation 

· an oral presentation that has been filmed
· a written statement.
Suggested considerations

Read the categories and terminology for the musical elements listed in the ‘Music Explorations Supporting Document’

(Rhythm, Pitch, Dynamics and Expression, Form and Structure, Timbre, Texture)

Choose a song that has two distinct versions or interpretations that are in musical styles that you like as you will be listening to them many times.

Choose versions that offer distinct differences with the musical element classification
Choose a song that has notated sheet music for each version.  This will make it easier for you to discuss melodic and rhythmic shapes, chords and progressions as well as identify the duration of musical sections.  Should one or more versions you choose not be charted, you are advised to draw-up your own chart for the chord and melody.
Examples of suitable comparative analysis songs: 
· ‘Fields of Gold’ by Sting and Eva Cassidy; 
· ‘Chandelier’ by Sia and Twisted Measure;  
· ‘Smells like Teen Spirit’ Nirvana and Tori Amos.

Analyse each version/interpretation using the following categories identifying similarities and differences.  

· Rhythm and Pitch: melodic contour, relationship to tonal centre (scale, key), variety of phrase length, melodic and rhythmic variation, extension, embellishment, repetition, tension and resolution, harmonic relationship to chord..
· Chord Indications: harmonic relationship to melody, use of standard chord progressions, range of chord tonalities (major, minor, augmented, diminished), use of chord extension (e.g.7,9), Chord alterations (e.g. b9 #5), modulations, sus4, slash chords, inversion and pedal bass notes.
· Form and Structure: Are the versions identical in structural sections or are new sections introduced or re-ordered? 

· Dynamics and Expression: Are there instruments and voices that have a wide dynamic range (soft and loud sounds)? Are there contrasting ways of phrasing melodies using articulations such as staccato or legato?   

· Timbre:  What are the similarities and differences in production effects used in both recordings? Do instruments or voices change their sound throughout the recording?

· Texture: What are the similarities and differences in instrumentation?  Do the two versions have similar moments of ‘thick’ and’ thin’ instrumental/vocal textures.
· Cultural considerations: what was the time-period, the place (country) and purpose for these versions.

Identify song titles or composer/performers who write in similar musical styles. 

Create useful analysis presentation tools that support your discussion such as: tables, annotated manuscript screenshots, audio sections.

Synthesise your findings into either a multi-modal oral presentation that is a maximum of 5 minutes or a written response of up to 800 words
Assessment conditions
Students present a comparative analysis discussion and response that may be presented as an oral presentation up to a maximum of 5 minutes, or equivalent for a multimodal presentation, or as a written response of up to 800 words. 
The specific features of the criteria being assessed are:

Understanding Music

The specific features are as follows:
UM1
Development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements
UM2
Expression of musical ideas. 
Responding to Music
The specific features are as follows:

RM1
Application of musical literacy skills 

RM2
Analysis and discussion of musical works 
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Music Explorations
	-
	Understanding Music
	Exploring and Experimenting with Music
	Responding to Music

	A
	Focused and sustained development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Creative and coherent expression of musical ideas.
	Focused and sustained application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to creatively explore and experiment with music. 

In-depth exploration and innovative experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production. 

Insightful synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Insightful and creative application of musical literacy skills.

Perceptive analysis and discussion of musical works.

Insightful reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	B
	Mostly sustained development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Mostly creative and coherent expression of musical ideas.
	Mostly sustained application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to creatively explore and experiment with music. 

Some depth in exploration and creative experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production. 

Some insight in synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Mostly creative application of musical literacy skills, with some insights.

Analysis and discussion of musical works, with some perceptiveness.

Some insight in reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	C
	Generally competent development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Generally coherent expression of musical ideas, with some creativity.
	Competent application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and experiment with music. 

Competent exploration and experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production, with some creativity.

Synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Generally competent application of musical literacy skills, with some creativity.

Generally competent discussion of musical works, with some analysis.

Considered reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	D
	Some basic development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Some communication of basic musical ideas.
	Some basic application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and/or experiment with music. 

Basic exploration and experimentation with some musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production.

Basic description of some findings from exploration of and/or experimentation with music.
	Development of some basic musical literacy skills.

Basic description of some musical works.

Basic description of own learning within music.

	E
	Attempted development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Attempted communication of a basic musical idea.
	Some basic recognition and attempted application of musical elements to explore or experiment with music. 

Attempted exploration or experimentation with a musical style, influence, technique, or production.

Attempted description of one or more findings from exploration of or experimentation with music.
	Attempted development of very basic musical literacy skills.

Attempted description of a musical work.

Attempted description of own learning within music.
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